VIII
IF  THERE  WERE NO  HITLER. . .
THE MOST FREQUENT questions asked outside Ger-
many especially by British people, who even to-day fail
to realise the full extent of the terror reigning in Hitler's
Nazi land, are:
Can such methods hold the German people down?
How long, in war-time, will the Nazi party and its
instruments of terror be able to suppress the wave of feeling
sweeping Germany from one end to another?
It is not easy to reply to these questions. No honest
and true picture of the effect of the terror can be gained
unless it is admitted that there is still a big section of the
German population, genuinely and truly devoted to Hitler
and Nazism.
The Nazi-Soviet Alliance may have produced doubts
in many honest men and women with Nazi convictions.
Disappointment over Hitler's failure to fulfil many of his
campaigning promises and his supreme failure to preserve
the peace must have reduced the ranks of the millions of
Nazi voters of 1933. It has raised doubts in thousands of
others.
But I would be utterly failing in my intention to give
a true picture of public sentiment in war-time Nazi
Germany if I did not challenge statements made by
respected neutral observers who insist that 75 per cent
of the German population are to-day anti-Hitler.
A careful scrutiny would perhaps justify one in putting
it this way: only 25 per cent of the German people accepted
war as the Fuehrer's decision without grumbling. These